
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
In 2004 Max Whitby led the Graeme Rogerson-trained Gr.1 Spring Champion Stakes winner Savabeel back to 
scale. 
 
Nearly a decade on and Whitby could potentially repeat the 
dose thanks to his part-ownership of Savabeel’s smart son 
Savvy Nature.  
 

The John O’Shea-trained gelding burst into reckoning for 
Saturday’s Gr.1 Spring Champion Stakes two starts back 
with a runaway win in the Gr.3 Newcastle JC Spring Stakes.   
 

This esteem was then built on at his last start, charging home 
from near last for second in the Gr.3 Gloaming Stakes at 
Rosehill. 
 
Savvy Nature is the $3.60 market elect with the NZ TAB. 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
This week we put 60 seconds of curious questions to successful trans-Tasman Trainer, Graeme Rogerson. 
 
 

 

 Favourite comfort food: Japanese – Sushi and Teriyaki in particular  

Favourite thoroughbred (s): Savabeel’s progeny. 

Book on the bedside table: Form Guides. 

Favourite TV show: Trackside 

Not many people would know that I...: Have a wife that is a great horsewoman. 

Favourite Movies: Seabiscuit. 

If you weren't in racing, you'd be: In the Financial markets. 

Defining moments in racing: Winning the Golden Slipper and the Cox Plate. 

What do you do to relax: Spend time with my Grand kids – they have ponies, do Kidz 
Cartz, and are involved in everything at the stable. 

Favourite holiday destination: Broome in Western Australia.  

Favourite restaurant: The Seahorse in Coogee. 

Favourite thing about Waikato Stud: Breed top horses.  

Best piece of advice: My greatest sayings are: 
 “The man that has the gold, makes the rules,” and 
“Luck is hard work”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  
The Phillip Stokes-trained Savabeel gelding Éclair Big Bang shoots for Gr.3 Caulfield Guineas Prelude (1400m) 

- Gr.1 Caulfield Guineas (1600m) double 
tormorrow. 
 
In the past three years, this double has been 
achieved by Helmet and Anacheeva. 
 
On Saturday Éclair Big Bang will aim to take his 
race record to four from five, with regular pilot 
Dom Tourneur  governing his path from barrier 
four. 
 
In a timely sequence of events, Éclair Big 
Bang’s dam Ennerdale tested postive to 
Savabeel this morning. 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
The real Marwood should be ready to make a bold account of himself in the Gr.1 Caulfield Guineas (1600m) 
tomorrow. 
 
The talented Mike Moroney-trained galloper 
produced a below par performance in the Gr.3 
Guineas Prelude, but upon examination 
afterwards was found to have a respiratory 
infection. 

The three-year-old was given the 100 per cent 
clear last Friday, paving the way for the two-
from-three winning son of O'Reilly to press on 
towards Saturday's Guineas, which has been 
his main spring mission. 

Source: NineMSN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SATURDAY 

TENNESSEE SPIRIT 11f 
Pins x Nella Dane by Danehill 

Listed Debutant Stakes 
(1000m) 

MRC 2:15pm 

ANNIE HIGGINS 07f 
O’Reilly x Diva Belle by Carnegie 

Listed Matamata Cup (1600m) Mata. 3:56pm 

VILLIFYE 07f 
O’Reilly x Jacilo by Entrepreneur 

Listed Matamata Cup (1600m) Mata. 3:56pm 

COMMETT 08g 
No Excuse Needed x Ginja Gem by Jetball 

Listed Matamata Cup (1600m) Mata. 3:56pm 

OUR FAMOUS EVE 08f 
Fast ‘N’ Famous x Expoeve by Exploding 
Prospect 

Listed Matamata Cup (1600m) Mata. 3:56pm 

I DO 07f 
No Excuse Needed x Freequence by O’Reilly 

Gr.3 Taranaki Breeders Stakes 
(1400m) 

Egmont 4:13pm 

O’FILLE 07f 
O’Reilly x La Fille by Grosvenor 

Gr.3 Taranaki Breeders Stakes 
(1400m) 

Egmont 4:13pm 

MINK 07f 
Scaredee Cat x Zazu by Rhythm 

Gr.3 Taranaki Breeders Stakes 
(1400m) 

Egmont 4:13pm 

QUEENS ROSE 09f 
O’Reilly x Rosetti Bay by Pins 

Gr.3 Taranaki Breeders Stakes 
(1400m) 

Egmont 4:13pm 

YOU’RE SO GOOD 09f 
Savabeel x Lightning Spur by Flying Spur 

Gr.3 Sportingbet Series Final 
(1200m) 

MRC 4:35pm 

FLORIA 07f 
Savabeel x Aria by Centaine  

Listed Weekend Hussler 
Stakes (1400m) 

MRC 5:45pm 

SAVVY NATURE 10g 
Savabeel x Generous Nature by Carnegie 

Gr.1 Spring Champion Stakes 
(2000m) 

ATC 6:02pm 

ÉCLAIR BIG BANG 10g 
Savabeel x Ennerdale by Singspiel 

Gr.1 Caulfield Guineas 
(1600m) 

MRC  7:45pm 

MARWOOD 10g 
O’Reilly x Pernod by Centaine  

Gr.1 Caulfield Guineas 
(1600m) 

MRC  7:45pm 

SUNDAY 

WAR AFFAIR 10g 
O’Reilly x Kristique by Kris S 

Sgp-3 Magic Millions 3YO 
Championship (1600m) 

Sing 10:00pm 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Can the talented Mark Walker-trained O’Reilly galloper, War Affair, make it a cleansweep of the Singapore 3YO 
Championship this Sunday? 

 

 
Source: Singapore Turf Club 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
When the dual Gr.1 producing broodmare 
Escada came through the crush to visit Ocean 
Park this week, it dawned on us that she was 
one of the last few mares still carrying the 
Thornton Park brand. 
 
In fact, she is one of only three at the stud, with 
her counterparts here including Gio (dam of 
Sgp-1 winner Arenti) and the now retired mare 
Starcent (dam of Gr.1 performer and black-type 
producer Ambitious). 
 
Based near Palmerston North, Thornton Park 
Stud was owned and operated by Garry Chittick, 
prior to the family shifting up to Waikato Stud in 

1993. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Last season’s amazing foster mare Claudia foaled a beautiful 
Clydesdale filly last Saturday. 

According to the Granddaughters of Claudia’s owners Tim & 
Gail Sneddon, the filly’s name is to be Cupcake. 

“We’re not used to such a placid, quiet foal,” said WS Foaling 
Manager, Lisa Beattie of Cupcake. 

“She’s just a honey – how can you not fall in love with her!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This week we introduce our resident Veterinarian, Dr Fauna 
Smith.  
 

Fauna (seen right with Do Ra Mi’s 2013 filly) joined the Stud in 
2010. 
 
In doing so, she paved the way as the first resident Vet at a 
Thoroughbred Stud in New Zealand. 
 
Since this time, Fauna’s knowledge and veterinary care has proven 
a terrific asset for the welfare and general well-being of our horses.  
  
 

 

How did you get started: I grew up on a farm and always wanted to be a Vet. I got interested in 
horses late in Veterinary school. 

Experience prior to joining WS: Graduated from University of California, Davis School of Veterinary 
Medicine in 2005. I moved to NZ to take a job with Matamata Veterinary 
Services, where I worked for 5 years before taking on the Veterinary 
work at WS. 

Got into the Stud life because: I saw it as a challenge. 

How did you come to work here: Got talking to a mutual friend of the Chitticks, Paul Ryan, who told me 
they were looking for a stud veterinarian, I rang Mark and the rest is 
history. 

Favourite things about Waikato 
Stud: 

The horses – I look forward to each day looking at whatever horses are 
presented to me for whatever reason. 
The clients – WS have some great clients from all over the world and I 
have had the privilege of looking after their horses. 

Favourite Books: All Creatures Great and Small, Pride and Prejudice. 

Career Influencers Dr Joan Dean Rowe and Dr Jack Snyder 

Job Highlights: Getting to practice good medicine for great clients and their horses 

Favourite pastimes: Living the Good Life: Cooking, Hobby Farming and Gardening 

Favourite Restaurant: My Kitchen – I have way more fun cooking for others than eating 

Favourite Thoroughbreds: Seabiscuit – Howard Ranch is in my hometown of Willits, California. 
Love The Limelight (½ sister to Metal Bender) – My first critical patient 
at Waikato Stud. She and I persevered through some tough times 
together and I got very attached to her. 

Favourite music: Beatles and Credence Clearwater 

Favourite TV Show: My Kitchen Rules 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 To help raise money for the Leukaemia NZ Society, we’ve started a Thorough-Beard challenge. 

Our aim is to raise $10,000 for the cause, with the catch being that in order to be a sponsored participant, you need 
to grow your beard until a specified shave date in the weeks ahead. 

To support your efforts, Mark is prepared to support the first 50 people who sign up for the fundraiser. 

We’d love for you to become part of this, be it as a shavee, a supporter, or as a donator. 
 
If the former, simply visit www.shaveforacure.co.nz, register your details, join up with the existing Thorough-Beard 
group and let the growth begin. 

If the latter, you can visit www.shaveforacure.co.nz and click the ‘Sponsor Us’ button. All donations are totally 
secure and can be done anonymously. In addition to this, you will be emailed a receipt directly. 

To find out more about our Thorough-Beard group, click here. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/
http://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/
http://www.shaveforacure.co.nz/view_group_event_profile/1591


 

 

 

  
STELLA’S HONOUR 10f  (O’Reilly – Stella’s Pantry)  
Was an impressive winner on Monday at Te Aroha. Bred by Sir Patrick and Lady Hogan, she is one to keep an eye 
out for in the coming weeks as Chad and the team at Ballymore plot her path towards the Gr.1 1000 Guineas.  
 
RAY’S GIRL 09f (Savabeel – Natural Rhythm)  
After running 4th in last year’s Gr.1 New Zealand Oaks, she 
returned to form with a dominant victory in the last race at 
Taupo on Wednesday. Watch out for her as she steps up in 
trip in the coming months for Rudy Liefting.  
 
LEGO FIGURE 09g (O’Reilly - Bardot)  
This impressive debut winner will line up at Paeroa on 
Monday. He was good enough to lead and win over 1000m at 
first time of asking and now steps up to 1150m. Looks a 
horse who can go through the grades for Graham Richardson 
and Magus Equine Ltd. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The win of 3yo filly Anatina in the VRC Cap d’Antibes Stakes on the weekend, shone the light on a pedigree 
pattern that is looking very successful in its early stages of testing.   
 
Overall, Danehill sons have enjoyed only moderate success to date with Green 
Desert line mares – with these results being 52% winners/runners and 3.7% 
SW/Rnrs from a sample size of 459 horses.  However, Fastnet Rock is showing 
early signs of achieving very good results with such mares.  From 7 runners to 
date, there have been 6 winners including the now 2 stakes winners Dino Mak 
and Anatina. 
 
With Rock ‘n’ Pop being out of the Sir Tristram mare Popsy, he looks like an 
excellent son of Fastnet Rock to continue this success with Green Desert line 
mares.  The combination of Sir Tristram and Green Desert causes a sex-
balanced duplication of the wonderful stallion Sir Ivor.  Combining Sir Tristram 
and Green Desert anywhere in a pedigree is a pattern that has already 
appeared in the pedigrees of the Gr. 1 winners Able One, One Under, Lights Of 
Heaven, Orange County, Kusi and Star Satire. 
 
So, for mares by Green Desert line stallions, Rock N Pop is looking like an 
excellent option based on overall pedigree pattern and the proven results to date. 
 
If you would like to discuss your mating options for this season, please feel free to contact me via phone (021 433 
073) or e-mail (Gareth@waikatostud.co.nz). 
 
 

 

 

            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Gareth@waikatostud.co.nz
http://www.truenicks.com/free-reports/hypothetical-mating/form?GroupID=187
http://www.g1stallionmatch.com/g1stallionmatch/G1StallionMatch - Waikato.htm


   
 

 

 

  
As you can see from the pics to the left and the piece above, 
we’ve got a Thorough-Beards challenge going on at the farm 
to raise money for the Leukaemia NZ Society. Obviously, this 
is a situation that is close to my heart, so if you’re keen to get 
involved, please do. It’s not just a challenge that’s on at the 
farm, it’s for all to get involved with. 
 
Huge achievement for the boys in terms of Gr.1 
representation this weekend, especially for Savabeel who 
has runners in the Gr.1 Spring Champion Stakes and in the 
Gr.1 Caulfield Guineas. 
 
We could use a big race win soon actually. We’ve got quite 

the toastmaster in my son George, who recently took out Matamata Primary School’s senior boys’ speech 
competition. 
 
Not a bad old day for Ocean Park yesterday. He kicked the day off by 
serving Markisa – a stakes placed daughter of Danehill and Marquise, 
then he served the dual Gr.1 producer Escada, and in the afternoon he 
received a visit from Gr.1 racemare Pernod - the noted dam of Saturday’s 
Caulfield Guineas hope, Marwood. 
 
An awesome game of Rugby last weekend. Very pleased for Garry, who 
was on hand to watch the All Blacks win. 
 
It was also a great weekend for Cheeks (daughter Charlotte), who won 
Champion Rider at the Matamata A& P Show on her pony Buster.  
 
Just a quick note, the next Weekend @ Waikato will be in two weeks’ time. 
Ange is taking a few days off. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Forefront’s drawn out  but I think he is good enough to overcome this… 

 

FOREFRONT: Saturday - 1:53pm (NZ time) - Race 3 - Egmont  
 

 

 

 

 

   

https://www.tab.co.nz/racing/#2013-10-12-m4-r3
http://www.truenicks.com/free-reports/hypothetical-mating/form?GroupID=187
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Waikato-Stud/264950366870313?ref=hl
http://www.waikatostud.co.nz/Runners
https://twitter.com/
http://www.g1stallionmatch.com/g1stallionmatch/G1StallionMatch - Waikato.htm


 

 

 

 


